
 

 
At its meeting on 28 September 2016, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  
The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 8 June 2016 
 

1  The Minute of Meeting of 8 June 2016 was approved. 

Minute of Meeting 
Crofting Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 13 
June 2016 
 

2  The Minute of Meeting of the Crofting Joint Consultative Committee of 13 June 2016 
was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

3  Mr Donald Crichton declared an interest as his wife is a Board Member of Third 
Sector Hebrides and left the Meeting during consideration of Item 8. 
 

Highlands and 
Islands Next 
Generation 
Broadband Project 
 

4  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report;  and 
 
(2) agree to  write to Mr Alex Neil MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and 

Capital Investment to reiterate the importance of the rollout of the Highlands 
and Islands Next Generation Broadband Project. 

 
Performance 
Management 
(Development) 
2016/17:  Quarter 1 
 

5  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Quarter 1 
Performance Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Performance 
Management (Sport 
and Health) 
2016/17:  Quarter 1 
 

6  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Performance 
Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 
Outcome Group 
Reporting 
 

7  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that that the Comhairle note the Outcome Group Action Plans 2015/16. 
 

Stornoway Town 
Hall Participation 
Request:  Update 
 

8  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle agree: 
 
(1) to extend the contract, with a contract payment of £729.17 per month, with 

Third Sector Hebrides to 30 June 2017 to enable detailed work relating to 
enhanced facilities to take place;  and 

 
(2) that the scope of the contract to be increased to include customer support and 

interaction during the working day for an additional payment of £84.00 per 
month. 
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Outer Hebrides 
Fuel Poverty 
Strategy and Action 
Plan 2015-2025 – 
Progress Update 
 

9  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle note: 
 
(1) the progress update on the Outer Hebrides Fuel Poverty Strategy and Action 

Plan 2015-2025 as detailed in the Report, and that there will be a further 
update on progress in early 2017; 

 
(2) that a Report on The Energy Advisory Service (TEAS) funding arrangements 

will be brought to the December 2016 Series of Meetings;  and 
 
(3) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with the Chairman and 

Vice-Chairman of Environmental and Protective Services, to prepare a funding 
bid for the Capital Acceleration Programme of the Home Energy Efficiency 
Programme Scotland and to submit the bid by 7 October 2016. 

 
Scottish 
Parliamentary 
Crofting Groups 
Update 
 

10  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  
 

Comhairle Crofting 
and Land Use 
Policy 
 

11  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree the Comhairle’s Crofting and 
Land Use Policy, as outlined in the Appendix to the Report. 
 

Scottish Natural 
Heritage 
Consultation on 
Proposed Special 
Area of 
Conservation for 
the West Coast of 
the Outer Hebrides 
 

12  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree the Draft Comhairle response 
to the Scottish Natural Heritage Consultation on the West Coast of the Outer Hebrides 
Proposed Special Protection Area. 
 

Scottish 
Government 
Consultation on 
Electro-Fishing for 
Razor Clams on 
Scotland 
 

13  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) approve the Draft Comhairle Response to the Scottish Government 

Consultation on Electrofishing for Razor Clams in Scotland;  and 
 
(2) in terms of Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration, the Committee 

determine recommendation (a) above on behalf of the Comhairle under 
delegated powers, to enable a response to be submitted to the Scottish 
Government, on the basis that the recommendation is not contentious and 
does not breach a major policy consideration of the Comhairle. 

 
Disposal of Kallin 
Ice Plant 
 

14 * It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree, given the level of residual 
prudential borrowing outstanding, that the Comhairle’s Policy on Disposal of Surplus 
Assets not be applied and that expressions of interest to acquire the subjects be 
sought on the open market and from community interests simultaneously. 
 

Heritage Service 
Activities Update 
 

15  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report;  and 
 
(2) approve the changes to Museum nan Eilean as detailed in Paragraph 5.5 to 

the Report. 
 

Museum and 
Archive Storage 
 

16  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree that the Director of 
Development undertake a detailed options appraisal for Museum Storage and report 
back to the December 2016 Series of Meetings. 
 
 

Archaeology 
Strategy 
 

17  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 

(1) note the Report;  and 

(2) approve the continued appointment of Beverley Ballin Smith as consultant on 
the Udal Project for a further period to 31 March 2017. 

 



 
Stornoway 
Regeneration 
 

18  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to: 
 
(1) engage with senior management of SGN (Scotia Gas Networks) and Certas 

(Scottish Fuels) to explore the long term future of the two oil depots in Newton 
area; 

 
(2) support the development of a mutually beneficial ‘Stornoway Port Plan’ 

through close liaison between the new industry led Outer Hebrides Energy 
Group and Stornoway Port Authority;  and 

 
(3) develop a Town Centre Strategy to bring together, and commence delivery on 

a number of key actions across the various aspects of regeneration in 
Stornoway and Newton areas. 

 
The Electricity 
Network in the 
Outer Hebrides 
 

19  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report; and 
 
(2) agree that the Director of Development contact SSE seeking confirmation of 

their contingency plan should there be a failure in the two subsea links to the 
current 22MW AC Distribution link and in the event that the proposed HVDC 
Radial Connector does not go ahead. 

 
Hebrides Spaceport 
Update 
 

20 * 3.1 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 

3.2  
(1) agree to note the current situation; 
 
(2) agree to undertake the next steps and critical actions as detailed in Section 6 

to the Report;  and 
 
(3) approve allocation of up to £70k from the Comhairle’s Match Fund to support 

the case for a ‘Hebrides Spaceport’. 
 

Stornoway Library 
Coffee Shop 
 

21  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were 
concerned, that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the current situation regarding the former Library Coffee Shop and 

authorise the Director of Technical Services, in consultation with the Director 
of Development and the Chief Executive to make arrangements for the future 
use of the space; and 

 
(2) agree that the Director of Development Report back to the Committee 

providing an update on the proposal for the future use of the Library Coffee 
Shop.  

 
Reports 
Outstanding 
 

22  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


